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e What is Math Talk?
Benefits of Math Tal
e (Getting Math Talk started
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What is Math Talk?

Math tak is the respectful, rich mathematicd conversation guided by the
teacher between studerfs used to strengthen their mathematical thinking and
r‘ea&nnlng

Within this discourse students are clarffying and Justifying their thinking, sharing [ T 9K Startedin Your Classroom (continued)
solutions, and chalenging ideas. Math Tak is an opporfunity for students To share [ sel classroom expectdtions for math T‘_“ It is important to
sirategies and have discussions cbout mathematical content & where studenits feel safe o ask questions, make mistakes, and
hers. The first step in sefting up this math cuffure is o set
Major Benefits of Math Talk ith students. As a class, create some guidelines around what is
each other. Students must have a clear understanding that when
ing their work, al ather studerts should be actively listening and be
ketfuly respond 1o the presenter's work using the math tak stems.

bith tak is the process of solving, not the soltion. Below is
+ Mdth Tak engages students It transforms them from passive listeners who al math tak sessicn in my classroom:
walch their peers solve problems in a whole group sefting, info active

listeners, anxious o ask questions and provide their persondl explandtions

ithamath problem Students are sedled close 1o me af
he math problem is projected on our screen Students use
o independently work ouf solutions. 1 give plenty of Think
udentsthe chance 1o solve the problem in one or more

A student describing their methods o others can clarify their own Thinking, re established, infroduce the math tak sentence stems. Explain fo
as well as clarify The mafter for their peers he stems remmnd us how we sfart senfences fo share our thinking

briversations.
A peer's approach can supply a new perspective, and frequent exposure to

different approaches Tends To create more flexble thinkers b for success by explicitly describing when 1o use each Type of
derfs notice how the stems are grouped:

Cften, I ask students to quickly partner up with an ebow
ns sharing the process they used to solve the problem
They turn forward to signal they have each had a chance
u a couple of students wil share Their work in front of
s each of them the opporfunity o clarify their thinking
anew perspeclive on salving

In a colldborative Mdth Tdk classroom, students can ask for and receive
help, and errors can be identified, discussed, and corrected Math 1ak dlows
teachers To assess students’ understanding on an ongoing basis

how we solve problems or use strafegies

if we have the same answer, thought, or strateqy
Math tak creates a positive mathematics culture in the classroom. It beif we have a different answer or strdteqy
provides opporfunities for student leadership and can help build confidence ~ Jif we don'? understand or need more information
and seif-esteem in mathematics. to other’s thoughts, ideas, or answers

o share their work- Students explain their Thinking, and
strategic (although it seems random fo my students) on
B their work according o what my godl is for the math

GeftingMath Talk Startedin Your Classroom hys, model for students. Share a math preblem you have solved
Math 1ak can be bull info your daily routines as shart, intentiondl conversations g different senfence sfems fo respond fo your sftrategies and
(8-10 minufes) aimed af developing mathematical abiities and student emonstrdte your mathematical thinking
confidence. Mdth tak can be done in a variety of seffings, including whole group,

student pairs, or small group work. unities To practice math fak dailyl As you release the

pver 1o students, prompt! them to use a senfence stem each time
they are Taking aboul or responding To other’s math problems. Make sure the
math fak focuses on the process of how we solve problems, rather than just
the answers. The more practice students have with math tak, the more
efficient they will become ot it.

s fo respond fo the presenter - using the math tak

gain, choosing students 1o respond can be sirdlegic

to mest session goals. | may choose a student who
erday's strategy and could use a boost in confidence, or 1
gt a specific strateqy used by a certain student.

sto offer their thinking/strategies for solving

started with math tak in your classroom, you may find this

professional development book Talk Moves: A Teacher's Guide for Using
Classroom Discussions in Malh, Grades K-6 a valudble resource for learning
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TO DISAGREE:

> disagree with because...
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because...
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>Can you explain how/why...
> have a question about...
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TO EXTEND:

> would like to add onto...

> Another strategy we could use is...
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